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Revision of Freight Rates in South Ordered 
The Interstate Commerce Commission has ordered a revi- 
[Ss sion of all classified freight rates in territories constituting the 
d Southeastern quarter of the United States and has established 
it a new scale of classified rates into and out of the South. 
eo Under a distance scale of approved rates the rate on Class 
I shipments for five miles will be 30 cents per 100 pounds, the 
e total decreasing with each drop in classification until for Class 
yf 12 the rate is 5 cents. The amounts will rise in proportion to 
'S distance until a Class I shipment of 1,500 miles will be $2.83 per 
18 100 pounds, the corresponding rate for Class 12 being 50 cents. 
4 Grocers Select Canned Foods Week Representatives 
e The American Wholesale Grocers Association has designated 


as its Canned Foods Week Chairman, Mr. P. A. Clayton of the 
Clayton-Hughes Company, Memphis, Tennessee. 

The Information Letter erred last week in announcing the 
appointments of the National Association of Retail Grocers. 
This Association has named as its committee to cooperate on 
Canned Foods Week, Mr. P. G. Rapp, Chicago; Mr. William H. 
Glaser, Baltimore, and Mr. John De Korte, Glenrock, New Jersey. 
Mr. Rapp will serve as Chairman. 


Canned Food Exonerated 


An outbreak of food poisoning involving six persons with 
one death was recently reported from an eastern city, where a 
diagnosis of botulism attributed to a commercially canned prod- 
uct was made and the death certificate so made out. 

The excellent cooperation of the authorities and members 
of the various health agencies interested in learning the true 
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facts of this case, made it possible for the Association to conduct 
an immediate and thorough investigation and prove conclusively 
that canned foods were not responsible for the illness. 


From the history of the various foods eaten at the suspected 
meal, and from the symptoms described, it was definitely shown 
that the diagnosis of botulism was incorrect. All available in- 
formation indicated clearly that the outbreak was due to an 
infection of some prepared food causing the usual acute symp- 
toms of digestive disturbance. The death of the one person was 
apparently due to heart failure, aggravated by the acute attack. 

Examination of the can which had contained the suspected 
food and other cans from the same lot proved negative, and the 
coroner agreed to hold a hearing on the case and give an oppor- 
tunity to submit the evidence secured, even though the certificate 
of death could not be changed. 

This investigation afforded a splendid opportunity to set 
right an apparent wrong impression which existed among some 
of the health officials and one of the attending physicians con- 
cerning the possible occurrence of poisoning in canned foods. 


Northeastern Entomologists Confer in Washington 


At a conference of about one hundred of the state and 
federal entomologists of the northeastern states recently con- 
cluded in Washington, D. C., the status of some of the more 
important insect pests was reviewed and plans made for addi- 
tional efforts toward eradication. 


EUROPEAN CoRN Borer.—Dr. Caffrey, of the Bureau of 
Entomology corn borer laboratory in Massachusetts, stated that 
the corn borer is still progressing westward from the infested 
counties in Ohio. The infestation in some localities in Ohio, if 
conditions continue favorable for the insect through the rest of 
the season, probably will amount to 75 per cent. With the amount 
of corn growing in Ohio and regions west, there is no apparent 
reason why a continuation of the dispersion of this insect may 
not be expected. 


Latest reports from corn borer scouts working in the dis- 
trict west of Toledo show that the insect has now been found 
only 35 to 40 miles from the Indiana line. In southwestern 
Pennsylvania and western New York the damage to be expected 
depends on weather conditions for the remainder of the season. 
Warm weather with normal rainfall favors the development of 
maximum borer damage. 
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It was announced last week by the Ontario entomologists 
that the infestation this season in Essex and Kent counties across 
the river from Detroit amounts in some cases to 15 per plant. 
With continuing favorable weather entomologists expect total 
destruction of many corn fields in this section of Ontario, with 
the probability of a pronounced increase in the lighter infesta- 
tions in Michigan and New York. 


CorN Borer PARASITES.—Efforts to bring in parasites to 
the corn borer are being continued. Agents of the Bureau of 
Entomology in France, England, and Belgium are making col- 
lections and forwarding material. Parasites of the corn borer 
have been liberated in the infested areas in the United States, 
including Ohio. The experts expect that eventually the parasites 
will aid materially in control of the corn borer. 


CorRN BorER CONTROL.—At a meeting in Cleveland last week 
corn borer experts framed regulations to assist in minimizing 
corn borer damage in infested regions. These include complete 
destruction of the corn plant before the following spring; leav- 
ing in the field the smallest possible amount of debris from 
both sweet and field corn; cutting corn as near the surface of the 
ground as possible; removing crop residues from the field by the 
first week in November. ' 

It has been shown that corn borers migrate to the lower 
part of the corn stalk late in the summer, from 20 per cent to 
70 per cent of the total being found in the stubble, the percentage 
depending on the height at which the corn is cut. Disking the 
corn stubble has no effect on the corn borer population. Agents 
of the Department studying the corn borer in southern Hungary, 
where conditions are comparable to those in the corn belt, find 
that delayed husking in the field and leaving stalks in the field 
offer the greatest chance for damage from corn borer. 


JAPANESE BEETLE.—The Japanese beetle is another imported 
insect pest, damage from which is likely to increase for a number 
of years. While the area of infestation has been chiefly in New 
Jersey in the district about Riverton, each year finds a larger 
area invaded. Dr. Smith, of the U. S. Japanese Beetle Labora- 
tory at Riverton, N. J., reporting at the Washington conference, 
stated that adult beetles appeared earlier in the season this year 
than ever before. Last year the area designated as “heavily 
infested” included about 500 square miles. This year 200 to 
300 square miles additional have been included. 

The Japanese beetle is very general in its feeding habits, 
and is a serious pest on both fruit and truck crops. Sweet corn, 
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beans, cherries, apples, peaches, are all among its favorite food 
plants. 

Dr. Smith stated that a spray of 3 pounds of lead arsenate 
to 50 gallons of water is fairly successful in controlling Japanese 
beetle on orchard fruits if it is applied in time. This year 
growers who sprayed fruit trees within a week of the appear- 
ance of the beetles suffered little damage. 

Parasites which have been collected in the Orient have 
been released and this year parasitized Japanese beetles have 
been collected in New Jersey showing that the outlook is hope- 
ful for eventual help from this source. The Department of 
Agriculture has agents in Japan, India, and China studying the 
beetle and making collections of parasites which are sent to 
this country, bred up in quantity and released in infested areas. 


Car Loadings Again Above Million Mark 


During the week ended July 25, car loadings for the second 
consecutive week exceeded the million mark, running to 1,029,603 
cars. This was an increase of 18,633 cars over the preceding 
week, due principally to the grain movement and to heavier 
coal loadings. As compared with the corresponding week last 
year the loadings showed an increase of 103,294 cars. 


The Canned Foods Drive This Fall 


In announcing the date for Canned Foods Week in November, 
the August issue of “The Progressive Grocer” says: 

“In deciding to hold the big canned foods drive in the Fall, 
the committee acted wisely. We have had it in the Spring and 
last year in the Fall. After trying both seasons, grocers and 
jobbers preferred Fall by a majority of almost two to one. 

“No event of the grocery year holds greater possibilities 
for profit than Canned Foods Week. Last year thousands of 
progressive grocers turned the drive into a real profit harvest. 
Grocers who staged an intelligent quantity sale were rewarded 
with volume ranging all the way from $400 to $9,000. The 
W. B. Render Grocery Company, Waxahachie, Texas, soid $9,000 
in canned foods during the week.” 


Simplification of Food Containers 


Mention was made in the Information Letter for July 25 of 
the action of the preliminary conference on the simplification of 
food containers held at the Department of Commerce. The De- 
partment has now issued a report of this conference, giving the 
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full text of the resolutions unanimously adopted by the con- 
ference. These resolutions follow: 


“Assembled in general session under the auspices of the. 
Division of Simplified Practice of the Department of Commerce 
to consider the possible elimination of unnecessary sizes and 
types of fruit and vegetable cans, we, acting as a Committee of 
the Whole for the Canning Industry, after due discussion and 
deliberation, do hereby resolve ; 


“1. The general principle of simplification has the un- 
qualified indorsement and approval of this Committee. 


“2. Statistical data as to the quantity of cans manufactured 
during the year 1924, in all sizes, by every can manufacturer, 
being of vital interest and essential as a basis for eliminations, 
the Division of Simplified Practice of the Department of Com- 
merce is requested to secure such information by correspondence, 
compile and analyze said data in such a manner as to serve its 
purpose without the disclosure of the individual figures of any 
one company. 

“3. The simplification committee of the National Canners’ 
Association is requested to present the program of simplification 
at the next meeting of the Association, to its various sections, 
with a view to the adoption of a recommendation for the elimina- 
tion of as many unnecessary sizes as the best interests of the 
industry warrants. 


“4. Since the adoption of standard nomenclature, size num- 
ber, dimensions, cubical capacity, etc. , for each nominal size can 
will be very definitely in the interest of the can maker, the canner, 
the distributor and the ultimate consumer, it is the desire of this 
Committee of the Whole that such standards be established 
with and by the aid of the Department of Commerce. 


“5. Subsequent to the annual convention of the National 
Canners Association, at Louisville, Ky., January 28, 1926, the 
Division of Simplified Practice of the Department of Commerce 
will be requested to call a meeting of the Committee of the Whole 
to consider the proposed recommendations of the canners, recon- 
ciled as much as possible through sectional meetings, referred 
to in 8 above, with a view to final recommendations for definite 
standards for sizes of fruit and vegetable cans. 


“6. The Committee of the Whole is emphatic in its desire 
to be placed on record as discouraging and opposing any further 
additions to the existing variety of sizes of cans.” 
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Army in Market for Tomatoes 


The War Department is asking for bids to be opened Aug- 
ust 29, on 461,808 cans of tomatoes 1925 pack in No. 2!% cans, 
lacquered, in export cases strapped, and 165,864 No. 24 cans 
1925 pack commercial cases, for delivery at San Francisco about 
October 1. Copies of the schedule for submitting bids (Cir. 26- 
17-Subs.) can be obtained from Quartermaster Supply Officer, 
Ft. Mason, San Francisco, or from the War Department, Wash- 
ington. 

Have You Ordered Your Binder? 


A considerable number of the National Canners Associa- 
tion members have already ordered ring binders for the weekly 
Information Letter and are finding it a 

very convenient means pf filing these 

Letters. Each issue of the Information 

Letters is punched, so that filing them is 

merely a matter of opening the rings by 
use of the patented device on the binder . 

and slipping the Letters into place. 
The binder is 744 x 934 inches, with 
black cloth cover and inch rings. It will 


hold a year’s copies of the Information 
Letter. Binders will be furnished to 
members of the Association at $1.20 each, postpaid. 

Members who desire to keep a complete file of the Letter 
are urged to order the binders now, so that when the semi-an- 
nual index is published at the close of the year no issues will be 
missing from their files. 


Order Issued Against Wholesale Grocers Association 


The North Dakota Wholesale Grocers Association is re- 
quired, in an order issued by the Federal Trade Commission, to 
discontinue practices constituting unfair competition. In its 
investigation the Commission found that the members and of- 
ficers of the Association were cooperating with each other to fix 
and maintain wholesale prices; to prevent competitors from sell- 
ing at less than the prices so fixed; to prevent manufacturers of 
grocery goods from selling direct to retailers; and to confine the 
wholesale distribution of grocery goods to respondents’ self- 
styled “regular” and “legitimate” channels of trade, that is, 
from the manufacturer to the wholesaler, from the wholesaler 
to the retailer, and from the retailer to the consumer. 
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Proposed Advance in Rates from Wisconsin 


The Interstate Commerce Commission, at the request of the 
carriers, has postponed the effective date of Supplement 15, W. 
T. L. tariff 49-0, Agent E. B. Boyd’s ICC A-1517, which pro- 
poses material advances in the canned goods rates from Wis- 
consin to Central Freight Association points, placing most of 
these rates on basis of combination on Milwaukee or Chicago. 
The effective date as now fixed is September 15 instead of Au- 
gust 15. 

Chairman De Pass of the Association’s Traffic Committee 
will in the meantime ask the Interstate Commerce Commission 
to suspend these proposed advances for hearing and investiga- 
tion. 


Canned Goods Rates from Montana to California 


The Interstate Commerce Commission has granted petition- 
ing carriers authority to establish a rate of 71 cents per 100 
pounds on canned goods, viz., vegetables in tin cans or earthen- 
ware packages, in carloads, minimum weight 60,000 pounds, from 
Bozeman, Hamilton and Stevensville, Mont., to San Francisco 
and Oakland, Calif., and to maintain higher rates to intermediate 


points; provided, (a) that the rates on like traffic to intermediate 
points to and including Fagan, Calif., shall not exceed rates pro- 
posed by the applicant; (b) that the rates to other intermediate 
points shall not exceed the rate to Fagan; (¢) that rates to the 
said intermediate points shall not exceed the rates to San Fran- 
cisco and Oakland by more than the differences existing between 
the rates contemporaneously in effect on like traffic from Port- 
land, Oreg., to San Francisco and Oakland, on the one hand, and 
intermediate points, on the other, and (d) that rates at the said 
intermediate points shall in no case exceed the lowest combination 
of applicable rates subject to the act. 


Britain Best Foreign Buyer of Canned Fruits 


Exports of canned fruit from the United States increased 
notably during the year ending June 30. Shipments of all varie- 
ties rose from 165,625,000 pounds for 1923-24 to 200,894,000 
pounds for 1924-25, a gain of over 21 per cent, accounted for 
principally by the great demand in the United Kingdom, which 
takes three-fourths of the total canned fruits exported from the 
United States. Among the individual items the largest increases 
were made in peaches, pears and apricots. 
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Membership Spirit That Counts 


The spirit that makes a member valuable to his trade as- 
sociation, and the association valuable to him, is admirably ex- 
pressed in a letter that the National Canners Association has 
just received from a new member. He writes: 

“This is the writer’s first season in the canning business, 
but I hope to know our Association better and that the Associa- 
tion and I may do each other some good. I am quite sure the 
Association will do me a lot of good, and I intend to try to do my 
part toward helping the Association.” 
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